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Ohio’s habit of ﬁeglectingits history risks a severe memory lapse

Topp KLEISMIT

¥ 7Y ave you visited an Oljo his-
H toric site or museum lately?
The Buckeve State is home
to about 1,000 of them. Did you
know that several prehistoric sites in
Ohio are soon to be included on the
World Heritage List, alongside the
Egyptian pyramids and the Grand
" Canyon? Did you know that nearly
8,700 historic properties in Ohio are
- listed on the Natiopal Register of
Historic Places, the third most in the
country?. ]
You probably know that the 40th

-anniversary of Ghio native Neil"

Armstrong’s- famous moon landing
was recently commmemorated. )
But did you know that several
- other historic anniversaries — the
Civil War sesquicentennial in' 2011
and the War of 1812 bicentennial, to
name two — are just around the cor-
ner?
The Ohie H;stomcal Sec1ety re-
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Ohio risks
memory lapse

“History is to the naticn as memory
is to the individual,” Ohio native Ar-
thur M., Schlesinger Jr. onece wrote.
The real stuff of hlstory is not con-
tained in textbooks, bt in your com-
munity and its institations — the local
archives, libraries, museums and the
older buildings and neighborhoods

OMLINE: Find out more ahout the
Ohio Historical Society and how to
get involved at: saveohiohistory.org

ceives state funding in exchange for
carrying out a host of state-man-
dated activities ~— operating 58 his-
toric sites and museums, the state
archives and the state historic pres-
ervation office, {0 name just a few.
As the state’s longtime preservation
pariner, we see firsthand how Ohio’s
history and prehistory provide peo-
ple endless opportunities for learn-
ing, entertainment and even spirit-
ual fulfillment.

S¢ why aré history buffs wonder-
ing if histdry in Ohic has a fature?
The $50.5 billon, two-year state
budget enacted last month acceler-
ated a decade-long disinvestment in
preserving and promoting Ohio his-
tory. The Ohio Historical Society be:
gan the 21st century with nearly $14
million i state operating support. It
hegins this fiscal year with less than

throughout Ohio. Ironieally, many of
the best historic buildings and most
important artifacts are owned by those
least capable of maintaining them —

. -the public sector. It is incumbent upon
_"the public to determine what is to be

preserved and what value is to be
placed on our shared history.

According to a recent survey of Qhi- - :

oans by the University of Toledo’ s Ur-
ban Affairs Center: ’

" @ Eighty-six percent say that history

and historic sites are unpcrtant to
them.

# More than half say history is impor-
tant to thejr careers.

funds for the historical society to nse

ganizations. Finally, standardized

%8 million, the lowest aliccation
since 19886. In other words, Ohio is’
dedicating & mere 69 cents per Ohi-
oan to preserve its state history, Un-
fortunately, the bad news dces not
end there,

History supporters learned after
the budget’s passage that a new in-
come-tax check-off provision to ben-
#fit local history organizations was |
removed from the budget, The vel-
untary contributions from the tax
check-off were to serve #s a pool of

for a competitive matching-grants
program for loéal history-related or-

tests for fifth- and eight-grade social
studies were dropped as a budget-
cutting move, ensuring that social
studies: will get even less classroom
attentwn

CIHC HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Why does any of this matter? First In Ripley, vizitors can climb the
and foremost, history is about iden:  hill from the ©hio River tothe
tity, . " Rankin House, a route of eseaping

- sEE HISTORY | 64 slaves in the 19th century.

B . More thah three-fourths say they™

think about the past when makmg im--

‘portant decisions. *

& Generally, Ohicans perceive that the
stite invests the same or-less on h1s-
tory than neighboring stites and are
"inclined to think that Ohio’s elected
leaders should invest more,

As we enter the second decade of the
21st century, Ohio remains home to
internationally renowned historic sites
and rmusenms, parks, world-class li-
braries and arts organizations., Unfor-
tunately, these cultural resources and
Institutions —as well as the travel and
tourised industry that supports them

- are also dealing with a perfect storm
of forces impacting the entire econ-
omy and state budget cuts. These are
the erganizations that help make Ohio
a plaee worth living in.

- This should matter to all of us. With
some additional investment, Ohio’s in-
frastructure of history and culture }:zas
a hopeful future, .

You and I-must be an active part of
it. Have you visited a loed] historie site,
musesm or library lately? Become a
metmber, Contribute.

Kleismitis the director of government
relations for the Ohio Historical Sociaty.



